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Editor’s Note

Life can mean different things to different people. For some, it’s 
a dream waiting to be realized…and they decide to pursue it! At 
Cybage, the intent to strive for dreams is sincere and perfect. It 
is this striving for two decades that has made it all happen. 

As we look back at the years gone by, we are proud to have 
achieved so much. And this achievement goes far beyond the 
corporate sphere. From key global recognitions to Cybage’s 
creation ‘ExcelShore’ making waves in the IT industry, our 
presence is felt at the farthest shores of the planet.

It is our constant endeavor to maintain a healthy and vibrant 
work environment, thereby bringing a smile to every Cybagian’s 
face. Transforming the lives of the less deserving—through 
education, rural upliftment, and environment-friendly 
initiatives—is also finely woven into our DNA.                 

Armed with a robust past, we surge ahead with greater passion, 
commitment, and enthusiasm towards trusted partnerships and 
‘bringing life to work’. 

The 15th issue of CybageTimes carries a special coverage of 
Christopher Rence, our esteemed client; the Leadership Summit; 
and Cybage's 20th Anniversary celebrations. 

To top it all, the festive fervor has already set in at Cybage. 
Catch a glimpse of the colorful ‘Dandiya Masti’ at our Pune, 
Gandhinagar, and Hyderabad centers.      

We wish you a Happy Diwali and a prosperous New Year.

Happy reading!

 
The Editorial Team    

A young girl once complains to her visiting grandfather that she 
feels helpless and dejected because her parents are always busy 
screaming at each other.  The grandfather summons the couple 
and asks them:  “Do you know why we scream?”  “To drill our 
point in the opposite head,” is the curt reply.  

“No.” explains the grandfather, “It’s not the head.  It’s the heart 
we are trying to reach out to.  Often we are in physical proximity, 
but our hearts are distant.  So we feel the need to scream for our 
message to be heard.  Work on bridging your hearts.  Then a day 
will come when you will start communicating in whispers.”   

The grandfather’s wisdom has wide applicability, in family and 
business life.  When we see a pair of teammates in a heated 
argument, it is a symptom of not just professional differences, 
but a personal disconnect as well.  It is an indication that our 
hearts are misaligned with each other as well as the  
org objectives.  

The hostility consumes us. We become insensitive.  We forget 
that our screaming intimidates others, especially the junior ones 
who withdraw into a shell.  It is, therefore, very important for 
bickering teammates to invest time in building personal rapport 
beyond work.  For only when we have relationships of the heart, 
can we learn to work together in whispers.  

Meanwhile, elsewhere, there is another young child who shares 
her agony with her grandfather, “My parents are forever in their 
own private space, busy whispering to each other.   It’s like I don’t 
even exist.   I feel dejected, an outsider in my own family!”

You see, sometimes we get so carried away in the comfort zone 
of old relationships, that we don’t realize the integration needs 
of our subordinates. Especially the new team members. The 
excess of both traits—too much friction or too much bonding—
alienates other teammates.

Closeness is good.  Selective closeness is not.

Screaming is bad. But so is whispering.  When working in a 
team, we need to be personal, but not too personal.   We need 
to be professional, but not too professional.  Above all, our 
tongue needs to learn the art of ‘team’ talk.  It helps in building 
360-degree relationships.  At home.   And at work.  

From the CEO’s desk

Sincerely, 

Arun Nathani | CEO & MD 
www.arunnathaniblog.com

CONTENTS

From the CEO’s desk   03

Leadership Summit 2015  04

Winning partnerships:  

Christopher Rence    06

News & Accolades  08

India’s Fittest  

Corporate Organization  09

TechTonic 2015   10

Reliving the celebrations  12

In the spotlight    18

After hours    21

CybageAsha   22

CybageKhushboo  23

Project parties   24

Travel diaries    26Managed by the Corporate Communications team, designed by Maithili Kulkarni 
(Visual Communication team), editorial review by Durga Godbole and Yomi Vinayaka 
(Documentation team), photography by Sabyasachi Saha and Subhayu Chakraborti. 

The Trickery of the Tongue



November 2015   |  CYBAGETIMES                54 CYBAGETIMES  |  November 2015        

An inspirational rendezvous with Amit Sheth

With astute dynamism and the perfect 
poise to match, Deepak Nathani sailed 
with the leadership team on a journey 
through the corporate highlights of the 
year gone by, where success is celebrated 
and savored in equal measure. It was in 
sync with his philosophy, “Leaders don’t 
wait for things to happen; they make 
things happen”.

Amit Sheth, entrepreneur, motivational 
speaker, bestselling author of ‘Dare to 
Run’ (an Economic Times bestseller), and 
a long-distance runner, conveyed that 
life is not only about running, but also 
about testing and pushing your limits, 
conquering your fears, and above all, 
relentlessly pursuing your dreams.

Arun Nathani provided a power-
packed presentation on the theme ‘Its 
all about balance’. This presentation, 
interspersed with clips from innovative 
Hollywood blockbusters, helped unearth 
the underlying message that striking a 
balance entails walking a tightrope. He 
touched upon key beliefs, namely, Instinct 
vs Logic, Innovation vs Reality, Loyalty vs 
Equality, and You vs We.  

The after-hours party and gala dinner 
brought the grand celebrations to a 
graceful closure.

Deepak Nathani makes an engrossing presentation   Vote of thanks by Jagat Pal Singh

The Cybage leadership experienced Nizamesque opulence at the 
majestic Taj Falaknuma Palace, Hyderabad. Under the grand aura of 
this palace in the sky, located 2,000 feet above the City of Pearls, the 
summit was enveloped with unforgettable moments, unfathomable 
emotions, and unfolding treasures.

CYBAGE 
LEADERSHIP 
SUMMIT 2015

                   Arun Nathani enthralls the leadership team at the majestic Durbar Hall 

Cybage’s leading ladies 

A few moments on the royal stairway frozen in time

Leaders at their best!
Our very own rapper, Nandkumar Patil,  
makes the VPs dance to his tunes!

The Taj Falaknuma Palace, Hyderabad
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Q: What, according to you, will be  
the next big thing in your industry?

A: I foresee a major convergence of 
all technologies in the future. Social 
media, e-commerce experiences, and 
web browsing won’t be separated by 
boundaries. The connected or digital 
experience will be rich with interconnected 
content, related social interactions, and 
opportunities to purchase products 
or services that are relevant to the 
conversation or browsing target.

Q: Do you have a hobby or passion  
that helps you de-stress after work?

A: I collect and work on classic cars, 
specifically those from 1936-1956, such as 
the Packards, the most luxurious cars in the 
world at the time, and the Kaisers and the 
Willys. These cars all feature some type of 
ahead-of-their-time technologies and were 
crafted with an engineering ingenuity that 

today is a rarity. I currently own 14 classic 
cars, which I drive to the office or around 
town whenever I can. In fact, these cars, 
with their unique feats of engineering, 
are what originally ignited my passion for 
modern-day technology. 

WINNING PARTNERSHIPS 

Q: Given the position you are holding in Digital River, how 
do you handle the trappings of leadership? 

A: I believe in being out there in the trenches with my team 
when it comes to tackling challenges. Working with people at 
all levels of an organization is crucial to success and can help 
anybody sidestep failure. Let me quote Richard W. Sears, who 
was asked what it was like to have 25,000 people working for 
him. Sears responded that he didn’t know because he worked 
with 25,000 people. 

Q: When forming a team, what are the qualities you look 
for in an individual? 

A: I seek team members that aren’t constrained by today’s 
limitations and will try to see around the corner. I want them to 
look at where the world is going and think about how that will 
impact technology—and determine their role in that world. Do 
they want to design the next wave of technology, or secure and 
protect it, or solution it? Every 12 months, the world changes. 
Something that had four wheels yesterday might still have four 
wheels tomorrow, but won’t look at all familiar. I want team 
members that aren’t afraid of a dynamic, fluid technology 
landscape—and are willing to blend with it seamlessly.

Q: How is Cybage a unique partner to Digital River? 

A: Digital River’s business has been pretty dynamic in the 
recent years. During that time, Cybage has been able to adapt 

and shift with us, providing thought leadership in areas that 
complement our internal teams. Our relationship with Cybage is 
unique because it’s not a typical company-vendor relationship. 
Rather, we view Cybage as an important extension to our team, 
which is very valuable to us. 

Any company can capitalize on third parties to achieve goals; 
when partners align their organizations to work towards a 
common goal, it is extraordinary. The individual efforts of 
the Cybage team and Cybage’s ability to adjust with us as 
technology, our business, and our clients’ needs change, make 
our partnership thrive. 

Rapid fire 

Favorite movie: Top Gun

Favorite cuisine: American, 
especially grilled cheese 
sandwiches

Favorite blog: CIO Talk 
Radio

Favorite gadget: GoPro

Favorite holiday 
destination: Maui, Hawaii

Favorite sportsperson: Pelé

An inspirational character 
from a book or  
a movie: George S. Patton

If you could be one person 
in history: Alexander the 
Great

An alternative career 
choice would be:  
A business teacher in a  
high school

One thing you always 
wanted to do, but never 
did: Space Camp

Your favorite quote: It's 
almost Monday 

A sentence that would 
describe you best: I was 
born 100 years too late

Flavors of India 
On the culture: The people were 
extremely nice, kind, and genuine. 
I was struck by how thoughtful and 
innovative they were. And it’s the 
largest democracy in the world, 
which I find fascinating. 

A city you visited: Agra; the Taj 
Mahal was absolutely mind-blowing. 
I’m amazed by the engineering feat  
it took to construct such a  
magnificent monument. 

A glimpse at Christopher’s exquisite  
collection of classic cars 

Christopher Rence
Chief Information Officer, Digital River 

Christopher has been the CIO at Digital River 

since 2011. He has led the company’s global 

technology transformation. With his guidance, 

Digital River has virtualized and automated 

Compute, Telephony, Security, and supporting 

technology stacks to achieve a level of 

innovation that most companies only dream  

of attaining. 

Previously, he was the CIO at FICO and served 

in executive leadership roles at Accenture. A 

consummate people person and indispensable, 

passionate team player, his enjoyment of the 

unending pursuit of making things better and 

more durable coupled with his curiosity about 

the next hot trend have helped him accelerate 

his career. 
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Cybage partners with 
Expolanka Holdings 

Cybage recently entered into 
an agreement with a major 
Sri Lankan conglomerate, 
Expolanka Holdings (annual 
turnover of USD 400 million), 
wherein we will be involved with 

system configuration and implementation of HighJump to cater to Expolanka’s 
warehouse management needs. Expolanka Holdings, a leading international 
freight forwarding and 3PL organization, is a part of SG Holdings Group, a 
leading logistics group in Japan.

Rajeev Dev,  
Vice President – Enterprises

Rajeev comes with an IT services 
background of 23 years spanning various 
technologies. In his previous job, he 
worked with Wipro and Fujitsu and led 
large teams across various verticals and 
regions. He has worked extensively in the 
USA, the UK, Australia, and Japan and 
understands global culture very well.  
He is a graduate in Production 
Engineering from Punjab Engineering 
College, Chandigarh, and did his Post 
Graduate Diploma and computer science 
and application.

NEWS & ACCOLADES

WELCOME ABOARD!

Manish Kumar Joddar, Associate 
Vice President – Business Development

Manish brings with him 17 years of 
rich experience, including 14 years 
in the IT industry across Japan, USA, 
Taiwan, and India. He has worked in the 
Automobile, Retail, and IT industries 
with organizations such as Toyota 
Motor Corporation, Toshiba, Cognizant 
Japan, HCL Japan, SAP Japan. Manish 
is a Sun Certified Java Programmer 
having transitioned from Programmer, 
Applications Analyst, Project Manager 
to a Business Development and Client 
Relationship role.

Tushar Anandani, Associate Vice 
President – Business Development

Tushar has more than 10 years of 
Business and IT Consulting experience 
with multiple clients in the UK, the 
USA, and India. He has led consulting 
engagements in developing IT 
strategies, business plans, and industry 
research. Tushar has also been a key 
member of business development 
teams. He holds an MBA degree from 
Imperial College Business School, 
London, and a B.Tech (Information 
Technology) from the Uttar Pradesh 
Technical University. 

Cybage enters the finale of 

INDIA’S FITTEST
CORPORATE 
ORGANIZATION

Cybage sailed into the national finals of 
‘Devils Circuit Swift Challenge (DCSC)–
The hunt for India’s Fittest Corporate 
Organization’ at New Delhi, after 
registering a thumping win in the regional 
round in Pune. 

The Pune win was sweet because the 
Cybage team had got just two days of 
practice, which eventually turned the 
tide in their favor. In comparison, the 
competing teams—250 from 80 most 
reputed companies across the country—
had several months to practice.

A special broadcast featuring our COO, 
Deepak Nathani, the participating Cybage teams, and our 

development center was covered on NDTV Prime.  

DCSC is a first-of-its-kind sports entertainment-based corporate challenge 
that showcases the extreme physical capabilities of India’s corporate 
professionals on a national platform.

Out of the four teams that 
Cybage fielded, the one 
comprising Mahima Gupta, 
Jaikrishnan K, and Anurag 
Vishwakarma won the regional 
round. The other three  
teams were:

Team A: Satinder Grewal, Sachin 
Bhatt, Ritesh Kumar

Team B: Shringa Bais, Tirtha 
Dasgupta, Joel Elanchelvan 

Team C: Jitendra Patel, Shubha 
Singh, Abhijit More

Cybage joins forces with Kony 
Cybage has signed a global partnership with leading mobile 
application development platform provider, Kony.  
This partnership will help Cybage rapidly deliver multi-
edge mobile apps across the broadest array of devices and 

systems while combining and orchestrating data from multiple sources—web 
services, legacy systems, and websites—to drive new application experiences.

Elston Pimenta conferred with  
“50 Most Talented HR Tech  
Leaders” citation

ASIA PACIFIC HRM CONGRESS (APHC)
unveiled the 50 Most Talented HR 
Tech Leaders at the 14th Edition of the 
congress. APHC identified Elston Pimenta 
among other HR leaders who are doing 
extraordinary work and recognized 
their achievements on various criteria 
and competencies, such as strategic 
perspective, best use of technology, 
integrity and ethics, along with  
future orientations.

November 2015   |  CYBAGETIMES                9
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Cybage launched its Technology and Innovation Challenge–
TechTonic 2015—at its headquarters in Pune in August 2015. 
With the objective of promoting technology, creativity, and 
innovation to transform and accelerate business, the first 
chapter of TechTonic kick-started with one of Cybage’s key 
practices—Travel & Hospitality (T&H). 

The competition witnessed participation from more than 200 
T&H employees, who got a unique platform for displaying 
breakthrough business solutions using technology. Some of 
the innovative ideas put forth by the participating groups were 

a Travel app, a People Tracking app, a Property Management 
System, Adapters on Demand, House of Offers, among others. 

A special tribute goes to Geetha Sham, SVP & Head-T&H, 
and her highly enthused team of delivery heads and delivery 
managers who helped make it happen.        

The competition was judged by an esteemed panel of jury 
comprising Deepak Nathani, Jagat Pal Singh, Rajesh Kurup, and 
Amit Gajwani. 

The next edition of TechTonic will be held in mid-2016.

TechTonic 2015 ends with a bang!  

FINALISTS

Cybage  
TechnoMinds

Kartick Dhara

Srikant Maruwada

Narayan Gadhe   

Niraj Bagade 

Rajiv Mehara

Ajay More 

Rahul Nalavade 

Janam Bhavsar

Tech Titans

Snehal Pangrekar

Swarnika Sankhla

Amol Jeurkar

Mrunal Dambre

Probal Dey 

Akash Punshi

Nitiraj Rajput

Chandralekha S

inTECHgrity

Ashish Jain

Omkar Thombre

Rafiq Sutar

Amit Kulkarni 

Sneha Mujumdar

Nilesh Bagul 

Manoj Shinde

Ajinkya Pandit

Tejal Jagtap

Parag Shinde

Uma Patil

Rahul Jha

Nupoor Navate

Pelham 123

Atul Kaul

Snehal Velhankar

Swapnil Patil

Mounika Yenreddy 

Abhishek Trivedi

Ashwini Kamble

Pranali Gomase   

Amit Dixit

Chaitralee More

Abhay Kulkarni

Trishul Bhuyar

Mradul Upadhyay

Akshay Vaidya

Chetan Navandar

Dushyant Ayachit

P2PT

Janam Bhavsar

WINNER

1.  The audience participates in a gripping  
     T&H quiz session 
2.  Q&A with inTECHgrity
3.  TechTonic 2015 jury
4.  The TechnoMinds team speaks to  
     the jury
5.  Emcees performing a gig
6.  Presentation by the winning group, P2PT
7.  Q&A with Tech Titans
8.  Presentation by Pelham 123

1

2

3

45

6

7

8
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RELIVING THE CELEBRATIONS 
6. Abha Joshi mesmerized the audience with a  
    soothing number 

7. Duet performance by Arnav Kasbi and  
    Shubha Luhadiya 

8. Cybagians showcase their culinary skills at  
    Cyb-Mela 

9. Blue Red Day celebrated at Hyderabad 

1. A special Anniversary Run  
   organized to promote wellness   
   and engagement 

2. A Farmers’ Market for the first  
   time in Cybage! Villages  
   adopted by CybageAsha and  
   NGOs showcased their produce 1

6

8

12

10

11

9

3

5

7

2

4

3. Cyb-Mela: An evening for food lovers,  
    shopaholics, and game enthusiasts  

4. Performance by Akash Punshi and Suvasri  
    Debroy during MNC

5. MNC rock stars…some old faces and  
    some new!

10. Cybagians strike poses in their new Cybage tees!

11. Cybagians enjoying Cybage Talent Night at Gandhinagar 

12. Plenty of talent on show during Cybage Talent  
      Night, Gandhinagar 
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1

5

7

43

2

1. The ‘Human’ Cybage, creativity and emotions  
    combined!

2. Showcasing innovation in a group-fie too!

8

6

3. Group-fie to mark Cybage’s 20th Anniversary  

4. Our enthusiastic Cybagians contending for the  
    group-fie competition

5. Sameer Nagarkar’s ‘SAM-urais’ celebrate their win  
    at the Box Cricket Tournament

6. One more ‘20’ formation by our Cybagians
7. A group-fie displaying the growing count of the Cybage family 

8. The cricket teams of the CEO and the COO delivering their best on the field!
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9

4. A dance workshop to celebrate the festivities at Gandhinagar  

5. Winners of the Carrom Tourney, Gandhinagar 

6. Waiting for their lucky numbers to be called out during Cybage  
    Tambola Night

1. An Intra Cybage 6-A-Side  
    football tournament 

2. Football Tournament winners–   
    The Mavericks–felicitated by  
    Deepak Nathani

3. Cybage Brand Champions at  
    Hyderabad

10. Brand Champion competition, Pune 

11. A dental health check-up for bringing great smiles  
      to Cybagians  

7. TT Tournament at Gandhinagar 

8. A fun-filled evening of one- 
    minute games at Gandhinagar 

9. Celebrations at Cybage would  
    be incomplete without a  
    Pool Tournament!

2

3

4

6

7

8

11

10

5

1
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Dandiya Masti
PUNE | GANDHINAGAR | HYDERABAD
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The culinary expert 

I love what I do and do what I love—cooking. Cooking is the 
most versatile art form and a spiritual activity; it has the capacity 
to engage all the senses. I find immense joy in reinventing my 
own recipes. Cooking has helped me to explore, innovate, and 
discover my untapped skills. Not only is cooking therapeutic, but 
it is also the perfect way to express my love for my family. 

Suresh Chingtham, Design Analyst–UX Group

AFTER HOURS
Cybagians talk about how they rejuvenate themselves after working hours

12

6

39

The fitness fanatic  

A long walk or a jog keeps me attuned to nature; yoga and meditation 
rejuvenate my senses; a workout at the gym tones my body; swimming 

increases my stamina; and aerobic workouts or dance give me the much-
needed cardio. Ever since I have incorporated regular physical activity in my 

routine life, I have noticed that my concentration levels at work have improved 
and I sleep better. Moreover, exercise has made me more disciplined and 

improved my self-image.

Mayurakshi Das, Software Engineer

The do-gooder
I spend time planning and implementing various activities for the betterment 

of my housing society. This is what I love doing in the after-hours. Some of 
the key activities include celebrating festivals, organizing cultural events, 

implementing security measures to overall beautification, adding new facilities 
and addressing daily concerns of the residents. This helps me to improve 

my negotiating and management skills and make new friends. Overall, these 
activities help me to unwind.

Tushar Dandage, System Analyst 

What an adrenalin 
rush to be a part of 
the Cybage volleyball 
team, and an honor 
to play at the 2015 
volleyball tournament!"

We won it! And 
we feel proud to 
represent Cybage 
in theCorporate 
Ladies Table Tennis 
Championship 
2015 (organized by 
Maharashtra Krida)." 

A creative way of offering 
prayers to Lord Ganesha by 
our creative UI/UX genius."

After much hard work and 
adventure, it’s such an exhilarating 
experience to be ranked 17th 
across India at the Code Gladiator 
competition. A great opportunity 
to thank my fellow Cybagians who 
supported me." 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Cybage Hyderabad development center 
turns 9! Celebrations in full swing."  

Creativity on cloth; we 
proudly display our winning 
work-of-art at the T-shirt 
painting competition."
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CYBAGEASHA CYBAGEKHUSHBOO

Save Food Campaign 

CybageAsha and Cybage 
Lunch Committee joined hands 
to ensure responsible food 
consumption by launching 
the Save Food Campaign. 
Food wastage has dropped 
tremendously since the launch of 
this campaign. 

Support to special school

CybageAsha joined hands with 
Samata Shikshan Prasarak Mandal 
(an NGO in western Maharashtra), 

to provide infrastructural support to 
the school for the deaf and dumb. 
Construction of classrooms, office 

rooms and other infrastructure  
is under way. 

World Literacy Day

To spread the importance of 
education among students, our 
volunteers celebrated World 
Literacy Day with IES school 
students by organizing various 
events such as quiz competition, 
hand-writing competition, and skits. 
All the participating  
students received prizes. 

A

CybageKhushboo awarded 
scholarships for the academic 
year 2015-16 to more than 100 
deserving students. In an effort 
to support the students in their 
fields of interest, scholarships 
were granted for courses in 
Engineering, Medicine, Pharmacy, 
Nursing and Architecture, to name 
a few.
The trust has granted scholarships 
worth ` 1.10 crore till date, 
including renewed scholarships of 
the previous years and the current 
academic year. A remarkable 
number of more than 750 
beneficiaries is now associated 
with CybageKhushboo.

 

Today, I feel honored to say that I am a 
‘Cybagian’. I came across an article about 
the CybageKhushboo scholarship in a 
newspaper in 2012. The scholarship has 
helped me to pursue my education, which 
would have otherwise come to a standstill. 
Apart from the funding, CybageKhushboo 
trained me to improve my soft skills. 

A special thanks to Ritu ma’am and 
Elston sir who taught us with so much 
dedication. CybageKhushboo is doing a 
laudable job by providing aid to needy 
students to enable them to fulfill their 
aspirations."  

Pragati Kapse, Trainee QA Engineer, Cybage 

Khushboo scholars making us proud

•	 Aniket Adake, B.E. (Computers), placed at Barclays

•	 Suyog Wani, PG Diploma in Advanced Computing, placed at C-DAC

•	 Sheetal Jadhav, B.Pharm., placed at Dinanath Mangeshkar Hospital

•	 Abhilasha Pardeshi, B.E. (Computers) placed at eQ Technologic

•	 Vilas Sonune, B.E. (Civil), placed at Suzlon

•	 Minakshi Tupe, B.E. (Computers), placed at TCS

Congratulations! 
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DIGITAL RIVER QA

"Aqua sports, mind-boggling games, a 
mesmerizing campfire on the beach,  
we did it all at Diveagar!"

HART-ODC

"The magic of tadka at Zaheer Khan’s 
coupled with bowling matches at bluO 
made for a fun-filled party!"  

PROCESS TEAM

"Energizing indeed! 
Trekking, rain dance, 

camping, mouth-
watering treats, all  

in the heart of  
nature at Dreamland 

Resort, Mulshi." 

GROUPM 

"The wondrous beauty of 
Thoseghar waterfalls  

and Kaas plateau was 
enhanced by great team 

bonding; leading to a 
memorable experience."   

TURN

"Gourmet delights, 
a team potluck at 
CT cafeteria."

COE CLOUD 

"Thoroughly enjoyed our 
skewers and grills at 
Barbeque Nation."

Team speak



T r a v e l   Di a r i e s

Geography: Bir-Billing is 75 km from Dharamshala, a hill station in the State of  
Himachal Pradesh.

Famous for: Paragliding and Hang gliding

Facts: Bir Billing is renowned the world over for having the first Paragliding competition. 
Every year in October, the Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation, Government of Himachal 
Pradesh, organizes the ‘Paragliding Pre World Cup' at Bir Billing. When airborne at 3,000 
meters, you get spectacular views of the snow-capped Himalayas. Famous hill stations such 
as Dalhousie, Khajjar, Chamba, and Dharamshala (famous for Tibetan culture and Dalai Lama’s 
ashram) are all well within reach.

Reaching Bir-Billing: From Hyderabad - Delhi - Pathankot by train, from Pathankot to Bir by 
road via Dharamshala.

From paragliding over one of the most scenic places on earth, an 
adrenaline-charged off-road biking adventure through treacherous 
mountain terrain to overwhelming wild-life encounters, these 
Cybagians have experienced it all!         

2,150 kms

 BIR-BILLING, DHARAMSHALA

Train journey from Hyderabad to Pathankot, 
followed by road trip to Bir via Dharamshala

Nagaraju Yallavula, QA Architect, Hyderabad

7-day trip

Geography: District Leh is the capital of Ladakh, a separate 
province of the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Famous for: Tranquil and radiant lakes, high passes, imposing 
mountains, serene valleys, and vibrant culture. The monastic 
nature of this place will give you undisturbed peace.

Facts: June to October is the best time to visit Leh-Ladakh.
Khardungla Pass, gateway to the Nubra Valley, is located at  
a height of 5,359 meters and is the highest motorable pass  
in India.

Reaching Leh: The route followed was Chandigarh - Manali - 
Baralachla - Leh - Pangong Tso - Nubra Valley - Leh –  
Kargil - Dras - Zojila Pass - Sonmarg - Jammu - Wagah  
Border - Amritsar.

Geography: Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve (TATR) is situated 
in the Chandrapur district of Maharashtra.

Famous for: The Bengal tiger, Indian leopard, sloth bear, gaur, 
striped hyena, Indian civet, Sambar deer, spotted and barking 
deer, marsh crocodile, and honey badger. 

Facts: TATR is Maharashtra’s oldest and largest national park 
known for its diverse flora and fauna. This extraordinary 
landscape includes densely forested hills, meadows, lakes, and 
grasslands. Regular sightings of tigers are possible during April 
and May. 195 species of birds have been recorded. 

Reaching Tadoba: 13-hour train journey from Pune to 
Wardha, and then a two-hour drive to the sanctuary.   

Bike trip to Leh-Ladakh. 
Started from Chandigarh to 
Leh and then on to Amritsar.

Train journey from Pune to 
Wardha, followed by a two-
hour drive to Tadoba

2,700 kms off-road 1,500 kms

Sabyasachi Saha,  
Sr. Visual Designer, Pune

Manjit Kolekar  
Sr. Software Engineer, Pune

LEH-LADAKH TADOBA ANDHARI TIGER RESERVE 

12-day trip 5-day trip 
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