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Dear Readers, 

Memories—something Cybage 
believes in creating every day!

The 18th edition of 
CybageTimes 

captures 
many such 

memorable moments celebrated across 
the Cybage family, right from the 
organization turning 21 to the joyous 
waves of festive fun and games that 
Diwali brought along in the  
past quarter. 

We also bring to you an exclusive 
interview with our esteemed client, 
Vivek Shaiva, Executive Vice President 
& Chief Information Officer, La Quinta 
Inns & Suites; in which he shares his 
views on keeping up with the constant 
metamorphosis of the Hospitality 
industry with a message for  

the Cybagians.

We look back fondly on the 
beautiful memories and 

words of wisdom 
that our Co-

Founder,  
 

 

Deepak Nathani, left behind as he 
moved on to what he fondly refers to 
as, his life’s ‘second innings’. 

Goa is a destination that is always 
close to Cybagians’ hearts. This edition 
carries a special coverage of the annual 
Leadership Summit that was held this 
year at the Grand Hyatt in the land of 
sun and sand. 

Cybage’s CSR arms—CybageAsha and 
CybageKhushboo—in full swing as 
always, have seen some dear additions 
in the past quarter.  Our prestigious 
client, Charlie Smith, Co-founder, 
Ideator Inc., turned into a CybageAsha 
volunteer during his visit to the HQ and 
helped plant saplings at a local school. 
CybageKhushboo, on the other hand, 
welcomed students from Indore under 
its scholarship program, marking a 
milestone of 1,000 beneficiaries. 

To sum it up, it has been yet another 
eventful quarter for the Cybage family 
and we look forward to many more 

rocking ones.   

Happy reading, folks!

18 Sports and 
Trek Unlimited 

Winning Partnerships:  
Vivek Shaiva

In conversation:  
Deepak Nathani

11 Festive Fun 2016
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One day, two travellers arrive at a tribal village and are 
welcomed by the chief. After a warm welcome, the chief tells 
them “I have a wager for both of you.  The winner gets my 
beautiful daughter’s hand and my inheritance.  The loser gets  
a pot of gold”.  It was a no-lose proposition.  The generous 
offer reflected the chief’s good heart and wealth. Surely, the rich 
princess too would have her father’s heart of gold.  Both men 
instantly agreed.

Lesson 1:  Sometimes, life gifts us risk-free toss-ups. Grab both  
the options! 

The chief instructs them, “I am going to release two bulls, one 
at a time.  You have to grab the tail of any one of the two bulls 

to win”.  The first man enters the arena. The barn door opens 
and out comes one of the biggest bulls he has ever seen. So 
he decides to let this one go, thinking the second one will be 
a better choice. The door opens again. The man smiles as he 
notices a very weak bull stumble out.  He positions himself, 
jumps at the exact moment, and throws his hands to grab the 
tail.  To his surprise this bull has NO Tail. 

Lesson 2:  Sometimes, life doesn’t give us a second chance.  
Always grab the first option! 

The second man, watching from the sidelines, learns from 
the first man’s mistake.  As soon as the first ferocious bull 
comes out, he jumps and grabs its tail with great deft and 
bravery.  Amidst thundering applause, the chief walks over to 
congratulate him.  Next to the chief was his very unpleasant and 
mean looking daughter! 

Lesson 3:  Sometimes, life is laying down a trap. Don’t grab the 
first or the second option! 

As the disoriented man is coerced towards the wedding alter, 
elsewhere the first man, trekking back home curiously takes 
off the pot’s lid, and realizes that he had risked facing the bulls 
for nothing – the pot was filled with bull dung!  The harsh 
realization dawns on the two men.  The chief had no wealth, 
neither a suitor for his princess.  He was in search of a brave 
man to head his depleting tribe and marry his mean daughter.  
The two travellers had been tricked! 

The story is one, but the lessons are three, all contradicting.   
Why?  Because we were in a hurry to draw lessons before the 
story was over.  Just like the two strangers in a hurry to succeed 
before thinking through the chief’s bizarre offer. You see, our 
story was not about foolish pursuits of “opportunities”, rather 
wise pursuits of “due-diligence”.  A timely diligence allows us to 
differentiate between an opportunity and a threat.   
For sometimes, discarding all the choices is a wise choice…

Sincerely, 

Arun Nathani | CEO & MD 
www.arunnathaniblog.com

Heads I Lose, Tails You Win

FROM THE CEO’S DESK
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Speed, Simplicity, and  
Self-Confidence
Q. Which is the one characteristic that every leader should 
possess? How do you ensure your growth as a leader?

A. Passion for what you do, no matter how small or big the task 
might be, and paying close attention to detail. I believe in updating 
my technological knowledge and learning every single day. If you 
aren’t clear on what your team is trying to communicate, take it as 
a lesson and refresh your basics. 

Most importantly, value your resources and provide an atmosphere 
for them to grow, both professionally and personally. My 
experience has taught me that articulating technology in business 
terms is the key to success.

Q. What do you look for when building a team?

A. Potential and the burning desire to learn. Technical skills aren’t 
as vital as being proactive when it comes to grasping knowledge, 
but that doesn’t mean anyone with zero technology skills would 
get hired! Having a bare minimum knowledge of one’s domain is 
mandatory and intelligence is another factor I look for too.

Q. The prime challenges faced by you in your business—any 
experience that you would like to share with the readers?

A. The major challenge faced by our business is the disruption 
caused by technology advancing in leaps and bounds and 
constantly changing business models. Driving product consistency, 
consistency in the delivery of an outstanding guest experience, and 
engagement with our brand are the three key strategic initiatives 
we are focused on today. In support of these initiatives, we are 
building our infrastructure to meet evolving business needs, 
and we are working at being able to plug and play tools and 
technology into our core infrastructure. That’s currently high on  
our agenda.

Q. What according to you would be a game-changing 
technology trend to watch out for?

A. The next big thing that is going to revolutionize technology 
is the world of automation and robots—artificial intelligence will 
soon become more prevalent in our lives. Self-driving cars, Google 
predicting your searches, Facebook customizing a News Feed 
according to your scrolling habits, and voice assistants on our 
smartphones; AI is already deeply embedded in our lives without 
us realizing it and there’s lots more coming up!

Vivek Shaiva, Executive Vice President & Chief 
Information Officer, La Quinta Inns & Suites, has 
worn many hats throughout his career. He set sail 
as a Merchant Navy officer, and then graduated 
at IIM–Lucknow to enter the world of coding and 
systems. At a company called CMC, he juggled 
client server work and programming projects  
after which he shifted to the USA, where he joined 
a boutique consulting firm in New York. After a  
stint at NBC Universal, he joined Blackstone as  
an advisor. After it acquired La Quinta in 2006,  
he took up the role of CIO and put down roots 
here. Vivek tells CybageTimes how he stays 
focused on growth through constant changes, and 
expresses his appreciation of Cybage’s team spirit.

  WINNING PARTNERSHIPS 
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Q. What do you feel about Cybage as  
a partner? 

A. Cybage has been one of the best 
partners I’ve worked with till date. Their 
Testing team has helped us deliver quality 
products quickly and solve defects early 
on in the cycle. The best part is getting 
quality work done, especially with a 
heavy offshore presence, as my previous 
experiences with offshore providers 
haven’t been great.

Cybage delivers more projects at a higher 
velocity and I’m extremely happy with 
the resource availability, which is directly 
proportional to delivering better products 
faster. Arun and the entire management 
team are great to work with. 

Q. How can companies harness the 
potential of the so called ‘Gen Z’?

A. My kids are part of Gen Z! Today’s 
generation has grown up on technology 
and the world is at their fingertips. 
However, they often have low attention 
spans; maintaining variety at their 
workplaces and in their tasks would keep 
them happy and motivated. 

Q. If you could describe yourself in  
five words, what would those be? 

A. Passionate, detail-oriented, 
compassionate, creative, and  
results-oriented.

Q. Tell us about your passions  
beyond work.

A. I’m an outdoors person—be it 
travelling, biking with my son, skiing on 
the mountains, or anything that involves 

going out; I just love it. Fitness is a part 
of it too and I ensure I get my regular 
exercise by swimming or something or 
the other. Apart from that, I am a major 
movie buff too.

Q. What was your childhood dream? 

A. As a child, I always dreamed of 
becoming a doctor, but those plans had 
to be dropped in Biology class when I had 
to cut open a rat! The procedure was so 
disgusting, I couldn’t think of venturing 
into the medical field anymore.

Flavors of India 

On the culture: Born and raised in India,  
I am deeply rooted to my culture. India 
has so much to offer in terms of food, 
culture, and languages. I love Mughlai 
food at Moti Mahal in New Delhi. 

A city you visited: As kids, we would visit 
Kashmir every year. We would drive from 
Delhi to Kashmir in my dad’s old 1957 Fiat 
car and stay there for two months. We’ve 
been to Shimla and other areas too,  
but the Himalayas in general are 
spectacularly breathtaking.

Rapid fire

Favorite movie: Godfather

Favorite book: The Fountainhead 
by Ayn Rand

Favorite cuisine: Indian

Favorite website: Google

Favorite gadget: iPhone

Favorite holiday destination: 
Earlier it was Italy, now it’s 
Scotland

Favorite sportsperson: Sunil 
Gavaskar

An inspirational character from 
a book or movie: Howard Roark 
from The Fountainhead

If you could be one person in 
history: Leonardo da Vinci

One thing you always wanted  
to do, but never did:  
Go to Antarctica

Message for Cybagians
Stay connected with 
technology and be passionate 
about your work. Work 
encompasses a major part 
of our lives and if you don’t 
enjoy what you do every 
morning, there is no point in 
whiling away time. 

Vivek with the Cybage team 

Vivek enjoying one of his favorite hobbies—
water sports

With wife Deepa, son Rohan, and daughter Nikita 
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Drive, Strive, and Persist: Planning for Life’s ‘Second Innings’

Q. Do you miss Cybage? 

A. Of course I do! I miss coming to work 
and seeing my dear Cybagians.  

Q. How does it feel to be ‘retired’ after 
20 long, eventful years at Cybage? 
What does the day-to-day routine of 
Deepak look like?

A.Taking the retirement plunge has been 
one of the most important decisions I’ve 
made, but to be honest, I am still trying 

to come to terms with it. When I retired, I 
dreamt of having ample amount of time 
to do more of what I love, like play golf, 
go globetrotting and chilling. However, 
not much has changed. With my new 
venture, I’m busy yet again. 

My typical day starts early in the morning 
as I enjoy my moment of peace with a 
cup of tea in my balcony, overlooking 
the river. I hit the gym or do Yoga on 
alternate days. Going to office and 
meetings occupy the rest of the day. 

And, my weekends are reserved for golf, 
relaxing spa sessions, catching up with 
friends, or watching a movie at  
a multiplex.

Q.  Moving to Cybage, what have been 
your most memorable moments and 
accomplishments you are proud of?

A. With humble beginnings from the 
bungalow days to being one of the most 
distinguished IT services companies 

As Deepak Nathani, Co-Founder, Cybage, opened the doors to his chic and urbane home on a bright 
Friday morning for a rendezvous with CybageTimes, we couldn’t help but be awed by his style, chivalry, 
and bubbling sense of humor! 

Deepak believes in living it up, every moment of his life. Striver of perfection, problem-solver, 
humanitarian, sports aficionado, the life of any social gathering—these are just a few adjectives 
attributed to him. Highly passionate about his work, his vibrant personality exudes immense amounts 
of confidence, which is a must for making business decisions. A true blue Leo, he believes in ‘zeal and 
zest’ for work and people, and living life king-size! We bring to you some excerpts on Deepak’s second 
innings; his journey with Cybage; and what corporate success means to him. 
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today, I have tones of memories to cherish - be 
it celebrating various milestones along the way, 
dancing at the Annual Bashes or simply the 
regular team meetings.

Speaking of accomplishments, it is difficult to 
single out any one from the entire journey. 
I’m very proud of creating a world-class 
infrastructure and promoting a vibrant work 
culture at Cybage. I also feel proud to see how 
our efforts have steered CybageAsha towards 
bringing positive changes in the lives of many, 
over the years.

Q. Tell us about your ‘second innings’.

A. It’s back to the startup journey all over again. 
RELFOR LABS is the name of my new venture, 
which will focus on incubating some of the 
innovative ideas conceptualized by my son Raj. 
Also, I have put on the ‘VC Hat’ and actively 
investing in startups across varied business 
domains and mentoring them too. 

Q. How many start-ups have you invested in? 
What is your checklist before you invest? 

A. In last two months, I have invested in four 
start-ups - Demyto, Ethosh, Podpitara, and 
Devourin. We are looking for companies that 
are focusing on solving problems in the existing 
ecosystem. Founder’s passion and a robust 
value system play a very important role, and the 
company should have survived the initial grind.

My children, Tina and Raj, who are working 
in US, also play an important role in decision 
making by bringing in their Gen-Z perspective.

Q.  What does corporate success  
mean to you? Do you have any message  
for Cybagians?

A. Success is a journey, not a destination. 
Success means getting better at what you 
do with each passing day. If you are able to 
shoulder greater responsibilities and deliver 
work at better levels, you’re a successful 
professional. Needless to say, money is the  
by-product of success.

My message to all would be: take each day as it 
comes with a dash of Love, Inspiration, Values 
and Enjoy the present, or in other words, my 
favorite quote—LIVE it Up! 

My life revolves around my 
children and husband. I 
believe in standing strong 
with my family, no matter 
whatever decision they take at 
any point of their lives. It’s a 
different feeling to see Deepak 
more at home these days. He 
complements me perfectly—
I’m a quieter person, while 
he’s brimming with energy! 
What I admire the most about 
Deepak is his positive outlook 
towards life and optimism 
towards change.

Sheena Nathani 

Enthusiasm personified: Deepak at the box cricket tournament

Vacation diaries: With wife Sheena, and children Tina and Raj

Looking back with fondness: Arun and Deepak during the Management Dance at 
Annual Bash 2014

CT18 final.indd   7 11/18/2016   2:34:15 PM



  

8 CYBAGETIMES  |  November 2016       

      LEADERSHIP SUMMIT

1

This September, Cybage’s leadership was accorded a majestic 
welcome at the Grand Hyatt, sitting at central Goa’s Bambolim 
beach. This weekend venue, amidst lush greenery, served as the 
perfect retreat for this occasion.

The event was organized between 2nd and 4th September. It 
was a weekend of celebration, bonding, and zestful learning 
for the Cybage leadership. The business day was on 3rd 
September—the day-long event was set into motion with  
Co-Founder, Deepak Nathani giving the welcome speech and 
EVP, Amit Gajwani introducing the guest speaker for the day.

Guest speaker Arunachalam Muruganantham, a Padma Shri 
awardee and a leading entrepreneur recounted his professional 
journey of educating and uplifting the lesser privileged strata 
of the Indian society. He narrated how his personal innovation 
has been an on-going endeavor to significantly bring about 

social change for the Indian rural masses. SVP, Geetha Sham 
thanked the speaker for his presentation and interaction with 
the audience.

Our CEO, Arun Nathani followed up with his enthralling session 
that delved into the appraisal parameters of efficiency for an 
individual, both as a person and as a professional. His upskill 
tips on efficient working spoke of the parameters of evaluation 
at Cybage. All attributes of efficiency were evenly paired with 
Bollywood personalities as fitting examples through their roles 
in various movies. 

Our CTO, Jagat Pal Singh proposed the vote of thanks. 

The evening concluded on a fun note with merry-making and a 
gala dinner. 

Sun, Sand, and Learning

2
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7

8

Padma Shri Arunachalam 
Muruganantham's energy, 

conviction, and mission 
statement struck a chord with me. 

One point  
I relearned and will remember always 

was “replace Research &  
Development with Trial & Error”.

Dilip Ochani,  
Sr. Technical Architect

1.  One for all, all for one…the Leadership Team comes together
2.  Arun Nathani conducting a riveting session
3.  Jagat Pal Singh and Deepak Nathani enjoying the Mandovi  
     River cruise 
4.  The Leadership smiles captured
5.  Team bonding by solving quizzes
6.  Display of talent beyond cabins
7.  Merrymaking during the gala evening
8.  Guest speaker Mr. Muruganantham recounting his  
     professional spiel

5

6

3

I love the way  
Arun makes his 

presentations—always full of 
energy and enthusiasm. I took 
home with me a lot of learning 
apart from the fond memories I 

made with my peers and seniors."    

Pravin Gachake,  
Delivery Head

4

Arun’s session was 
outstanding, insightful, 

and entertaining as usual. 
Besides, Mr. Muruganantham’s 

outlook that ‘an idea that has social 
and customer impact does not 
need marketing’ was inspiring."

Ramkrishna Pawar,  
Sr. Technical Architect
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   NEWS & ACCOLADES

Cybage has recently signed an implementation partnership with Sitecore. Sitecore is the global 
leader in experience management software that enables context marketing. 
The Sitecore® Experience Platform™ manages content, delivers contextual intelligence, 
and automates communications, at scale. By virtue of this engagement, Cybage expects to 
strengthen its presence in the Web Content Management space.  Cybage will also get access to 
marketing collaterals and the latest technology in Sitecore. 

Cybage, in partnership with College of Engineering,  
Pune (COEP), organized a 24-hour Cybage Hackathon at 
COEP for students from various engineering colleges across 
Pune. The hackathon was conceptualized and evaluated 
by Amit Mulay, Chief Architect; Abhijit Kadam, Sr. Technical 
Architect; Ramkrishna Pawar, Sr. Technical Architect;  
Pushkar Kulkarni, Technical Evangelist; and Roshan Shah,  
Technical Evangelist. 

Ashwin Parmar, SVP and Head–Retail, who is a COEP 
alumnus, graced the valedictory ceremony to felicitate the 
winners of this hackathon.

Satish comes with an IT systems and security background of 22 years. Prior to this appointment, 
Satish has worked with PAG Inc. as an IT Director and with Synechron as a Systems Director. 
During his tenure with various firms, Satish has worked in the USA, Canada, and Europe. 

He has a Diploma in Electronics and Radio engineering from the University of Pune.  

Welcome aboard!
Satish Devidas Kharat,  
Head–Information Security & Systems      

Partnership

Debasis Ray, SVP–Technology, and Kiran Kembhavi, Principal 
Consultant–Technology were special invitees at Credenz’16, 
a national-level symposium organized by the Pune Institute 
of Computer Technology (PICT). Debasis, the Guest of Honor 
at the inaugural ceremony of Credenz’ 16, encouraged 
students to prepare for full stack capability and embrace 
technological changes. He emphasized on the importance of 
technology as the driver of mankind. Kiran, the guest speaker 
for the day, conducted a technical seminar on ‘Software 
Engineering-New Generation’ and touched upon the three 
key parameters of software engineering—Technology, 
Process, and User Experience. 

Events
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 FESTIVE FUN 2016

4 5

1

8 9

121.   Housie delight: Tambola Night, Pune 
2.   Jaikrishnan K hands over the bumper prize to the lucky draw  
      winner Saurangi Kalantri, Pune
3.   When Lady Luck beckons: The Lucky Draw, Pune
4.   Bringing in the festivities: Cyb Bazaar, Pune
5.   Prizes for the Lucky Draw
6.   Lantern-making competition winners, Gandhinagar
7.   Lantern-making workshop, Pune

8.   Colors that brought smiles: Rangoli competition winners, 
      Gandhinagar

13
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9.    Melodious times: Musical Night @ Cybage, Pune 

10.  Crossing in circles: Tambola winners, Hyderabad

11.  A zestful evening: Cybage FunFair, Pune

12.  Lighting the spirit of joy: Winners of diya-making contest,    
       Hyderabad

13.  Going ethnic: Traditional Day, Hyderabad
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Dandiya Night '16
Pune | Hyderabad | Gandhinagar
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Pune | Hyderabad | Gandhinagar

Navratri has always been a festival to look forward to at Cybage. The nine-day festival 

was celebrated with rejuvenating Garba Workshops and highly energetic Dandiya Night 

which saw Cybagians swirl and twirl in festive bliss.
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EVENTS

1.  Shopping and fun revisited at the Friday Bazaar,  
     Gandhinagar

2.  Aerobics workshop, Pune

3.  Cybagians showcasing their creative skills at the Salad-  
     making competition, Gandhinagar

12

In The Spotlight

CentralLogic team outing 

Greg Wiggins, CTO, CentralLogic, captured in a picture-perfect moment 
with the Cybage team during his trek to the Bhaja Caves. 
The icing on the cake was his impromptu visit to an orphanage for girls, 
where he spoke to them about the culture in the USA.

3

1

9
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4.  Deepak Nathani with the Code Wars 2016 winners

5.  Cybagians during a SCRUM activity, Gandhinagar

6.  Refreshing concoctions by Cybagians at Khau    
     Gali, Pune

7.  Hyderabad Development Center turned 10! 

8.  Brand Champions Season 2 winners, Hyderabad

9.  The Marketing team turned into Sholay stars for  
     their Project Party, Pune

5

6

9

4

8

7
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 SPORTS SPORTS

Pune

The box cricket fervor continued at the CT lawns this 
quarter with our onsite champions and their Pre-sales ninjas 
getting together and splitting into teams. Kiran Kembhavi, 
Principal Consultant–Technology, led team Gabbar and 
Sachin Bhatt, Delivery Head, led team Thakur. It was then 
that we saw the Indian blockbuster Sholay unfold, but this 
time, unlike the movie, Gabbar stole the trophy! 

Box Cricket Tournament

Cybage’s most awaited inter-IT Table Tennis tournament—Cybage TT Clash—successfully concluded its fourth edition this season 
having witnessed participation from more than 35 IT companies. Similar to last year, this year too, the winner of the Championship 
Trophy was HSBC. Mr. Bhushan Thakur, Director, Masters Table Tennis Academy (MTTA) and former international table tennis player, 
graced this event as the Chief Guest. 

Cybage TT Clash 2016

They aren’t afraid to make a little racket and watch the  
birdie fly! Our in-house shuttlers made Cybage proud at  
the Badminton Tournament of the Corporate Indoor Games  
Event 2016, by winning multiple titles and displaying  
great sportsmanship. 

Runners-up (Team Event): Ashish Doke, Sudeep Tupakul, 
Navneet Kumar, Ashish Kulkarni

Winner (Men’s Singles): Sudeep Tupakul

Runners-up (Men’s Doubles): Ashish Doke and  
Sudeep Tupakul

Corporate Indoor Games Event 2016
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 SPORTS

Hyderabad 

Darts 
Winner (Men): Ishaan Khurana; Runner-up: Sreyansh Goparaju

Winner (Women): Namrata Juneja; Runner-up: Sonali Dash

Foosball 
Winner: Surender Balshetty and Shivashankar Palusa

Runners-up: Srikanth Vadlamudi and Srinath Ananthula

It was speed over endurance for Taru Mateti, 
Head–Documentation & eLearning at the Pune 
Veterun this year. Taru finished first in her age 
category in this most challenging 10K run route 
with many rolling hills in 53:52 minutes.  
Kudos to her for taking this challenge, post  
her injury break.

Our athletic Cybagians came together for the FICCI FLO Marathon on the 
morning of 2nd October to support women's empowerment. 

Our contingent included Amit Gajwani, with wife Ekta Gajwani and Jitendra 
Patel, who went full throttle at the marathon. Shunila Kapur, a beginner at the  
21K run, finished second in the Veteran category. Kudos to all!

FICCI FLO Marathon Pune Veterun

The past quarter has been nothing less than a sports extravaganza for our Hyderabad unit folks. A variety of tournaments have seen 
an overwhelming participation from Cybagians, namely, Pool, Foosball, and Darts tournaments. Let’s congratulate the winners and 
runners-up who truly live up to the Cybage motto Bringing Life To Work. 

CT18 final.indd   19 11/18/2016   2:36:40 PM



 

20 CYBAGETIMES  |  November 2016       

Our sports enthusiasts in Gandhinagar showcased a splendid performance at the Corporate Olympiad sports tournament and 
brought home the Runners-up trophy. 

Pool Tournament 
Winner (Singles): Ramesh Babu 

Runner-up: Neetish Bhardwaj

Winners (Doubles): Leela Krishna Nukala and Akash Purwar 

Runners-up: Karthik Rajupeta and Ramnaadh Parasa

The winners in the various categories were:

Carom
Dharmesh Fichadiya (Bronze)

Volleyball
Smriti Karn, Hinal Bhavsar, Vaishali Mistry, Shivani 
Buddhabhatti, Himani Shah, Monika Shetty, Neha 
Jain, Anjali Indurakhiya (Gold)

Table Tennis
Men’s Singles: Reetam Gosh (Silver)

Doubles: Reetam Gosh and Alpesh Joshi (Bronze) 

Women’s Singles: Smriti Karn (Gold)

Doubles: Smriti Karn and Hinal Bhavsar (Silver)

Mixed Doubles: Nitin Tripathi and  
Komal Bassan (Silver)

Snooker
Men’s Singles: Amit Patel (Silver)

Doubles: Alpesh Prajapati and Poojan Trivedi (Gold) 

Women’s Singles: Saloni Doshi (Gold)

Doubles: Saloni Doshi and Suhani Doshi (Gold)

Mixed Doubles: Poojan Trivedi and  
Saloni Doshi (Gold)

Gandhinagar

 

 The Gorakhgad trek

 TREK UNLIMITED SPORTS
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Sitting close to 2150 feet above sea level, the twain peaks of 
Gorakhgad and Machhindragad are a landmark journey marked 
with enchanting caves through meandering trails and  
gushing waterfalls…

The Gorakhgad fort rests atop the Gorakhgad peak, about  
150 kms from Pune. 

Journey to the Gorakhgad peak that starts out at Dehri Village 
near Murbad, was enthusiastically taken up by our group of 
young trekkers from Cybage Pune, who had long marveled the 
strategic importance of this fort that came about during the 
reign of Maratha General Shahaji Raje. 

The group’s day long expedition to the fort was marked with a 
sense of wonder and new found awe, as together they marched 
through dense foliage and alluring caves to reach the peak.

The trek to the summit that rises much above its neighbor 
Machhindragad had its fair share of rock climbing. The added 
opportunity interspersed with group chatter and giggles 
eventually lead our trek team to sail up and above, close to the 
wild blue skies.

About 200 kms away from Gandhinagar, flows the cascading 
water curtain of the majestic Zarwani Falls.

With the hopes of a new adventure, our trekkers chose to visit 
the spectacular Zarwani Eco Campsite. They travelled from 
Gandhinagar to Rajpipla, 28 kms ahead of which lies this retreat. 

Shoolpaneshwar Wildlife Sanctuary, the magnificent abode of 
the Zarwani Falls, was a nature lover’s paradise. The lush  
green landscape that cradled fauna ranging from wild dogs 
to rhesus monkeys to hyenas and wild sloth bears was a 
photographer’s delight.

The Zarwani Eco Campsite was a great place to rest after a long 
trek through the undulating terrain of the sanctuary. A gentle 
way up ahead, located deep in the heart of the sanctuary, 
nested the Zarwani Falls, The breathtaking sight  
was a welcoming sanctum to all our trekkers, for the glory  
of this white water magnet shone like a diamond in all  
its resplendence.

‘Exploring caves, scaling heights, the world looked beautiful;  
Strolling close yet so far, glory spelt wonderful’

Come September, and the Cybage Trek Unlimited 
groups at Pune and Gandhinagar set out on new trails 
to ignite their minds with newer discoveries. 

 The Gorakhgad trek

  The Zarwani trek

Trekking Trails

 TREK UNLIMITED
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 CYBAGEASHA

Alcohol De-addiction Camp at Anandvan 

CybageAsha conducted a 10-day free residential de-addiction camp in association 
with Anandvan. More than 12 alcohol addicts benefitted from this camp. 

Bringing Miles of Smiles 

While problems such as environmental 
pollution and global warming threaten 
human existence, CybageAsha strives to 
offer a cleaner and greener environment 
through its Go Green initiatives. Recently, 
the trust conducted tree plantation 
activities in villages near Pune along with a 
sapling distribution drive for Cybagians on 
the occasion of World Environment Day.

This year, CybageAsha saw a special 
addition to its volunteers list, when one 
of our prestigious clients—Charlie Smith, 
Co-founder, Ideator Inc.—participated in 
the tree plantation activity at the Harantala 
Primary School. Charlie said, “It is inspiring 
to meet people who devote their life 
towards the betterment of the society. 
This is an experience that I will always 
cherish and share with people in America. 
Moreover, it was a great bonding exercise 
with the Cybage team. On my next visit, we 
shall plant 200 trees!”

Over the past quarter, CybageAsha championed the causes of environment, social welfare, alcohol  
de-addiction, and cleanliness for a better society.  

Go-Green

Visit to Vanaprastha Ashram

Ritu Nathani and the CybageAsha volunteers visited Vanaprastha Ashram, an old 
age home. CybageAsha donated a water purifier, television, and also helped in 
the construction of a shed for the senior citizens. 

Underground drainage construction 

AfterBefore

CybageAsha adopted Survad village to develop its infrastructure. We constructed 
an underground drainage system, bringing relief to more than 150 families.  

 www.cybageasha.org

 CYBAGEKHUSHBOO
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 CYBAGEKHUSHBOO

CybageKhushboo has reached a landmark achievement by funding scholarships worth Rs. 5.55 crore, 
benefitting more than 1,000 underprivileged but deserving students aspiring for higher education.  
Here are a few moments from the distribution programs. 

Marking a Milestone

1.      Arun and Ritu Nathani at the scholarship  
         distribution program in Pune 

2.      CybageKhushboo spread its wings in  
         the city of Indore by launching its  
         Annual Scholarship Program 

3&4. CybageKhushboo volunteers  
         distributing scholarships 

5.      Scholarships granted for Smt. Bakul     
         Tambat Institute of Nursing  
         Education students 

6.      CybageKhushboo joined hands with  
         Vishwakarma Group (VIT and VIIT) for  
         its scholarships program

1

4

5

2

6

3

 www.cybagekhushboo.org
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        Google Allo 

                Healthifyme                   Appy Geek

           IF   
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 OFFBEAT

Save on time, and do so 
much more! How does it 
work? IF is a free app, which 
automates tasks according 
to my preferences. It works 
on the ‘if this, then that’ 
model. For example, “if it 
starts raining outside, then 
text me”. Apart from that, IF 
creates connections between 
apps such as Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter, 
as well as devices such as 
iPhone and Fitbit.

Google Allo is a fun 
messaging app available 
on both iOS and Android! 
With a clean interface and 
excellent UX, the app is 
powered by a smart Google 
Assistant which provides 
a host of information and 
also replies for the user 
within chats. Still a newbie, 
Google Allo might take 
some time to mature, but 
currently it’s the best app 
on my phone.

Here’s a round-up 
of some of the most 
exciting applications 
used by our fellow 
Cybagians—apps 

that are productive 
and a superb way of 
making the most of 

your time!

WHAT’S 
TRENDING?

Appy Geek has the best tech news 
scooped up from a variety of sources on 
the Internet. All I have to do is pick a few 
topics and get a personalized news feed 
delivered in a jiffy. The best part of Appy 
Geek is that it never takes me to any 
other page for further reading, because 
all the articles and photos are on the 
same page.

I have been using Healthifyme to track 
my daily calorie intake and I can feel 
myself getting fitter already! Healthifyme 
provides more than 10,000 Indian recipes 
with calorie details and syncs with any 
other activity tracking wearable or apps, 
leading to accurate analytics. In less than 
five minutes, I can enter my daily food 
intake, which goes a long way in helping 
me reach my fitter version.

Rupa Kamat 
Senior Business Analyst 

Vitthal Khatpe  
System Analyst

Vilas Hegde 
Sr. Technical Support Engineer

Rohit Sharma 
Sr. Software Engineer

 CREATING SPACES
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 CREATING SPACES

Motivation Behind Your Second Home
Some Cybagians with creative cubicles spoke to 

CybageTimes about how their workstations improve 

their productivity and efficiency levels.

Workstation décor not only represents beautiful 
cubicles, but also translates our innermost thoughts. 
Art has always been an important part of my life, 
something that I’ve inherited from my father and which 
is now evident in my cubicle. I love making handicrafts 
and paintings and I’m attracted to any form of art 
because I believe it creates a positive energy flow, 
enhancing my mood and creativity.

Ayushi Rastogi, QA Engineer, Hyderabad

I have loved art, drawing, and decoration since childhood. Every 
Monday, I place one of my latest drawings at my workstation. People 
come to see ‘my new art piece’ and call it the Mini Art Gallery. The 
admiration and happy vibes from my colleagues boost my enthusiasm 
at work. It also helps me get closer to my goal of setting up my own 
painting exhibition by the end of the next year in Pune. 

Ram Takpere, Sr. Visual Designer, Pune

Our workstation is like an extended home; our cubicle 
décor reflects our personality, thought process, and 
values. Amongst the crafted possessions adorning my 
desk, my favorite is an inspirational poem titled Invictus. 
Reading it daily reinforces my positivity. I have also tried 
recreating nature’s beauty at my desk in miniature forms 
through impression painting and handcrafted flowers. 
Gazing occasionally at my quaint handiworks fosters a 
creative relationship with my work.  

Anahita Bhesania, Sr. Technical Writer, Pune

My desk is not just a place where I work; it’s an extended part of 
my personality.  I travel a lot and that is evident from the number 
of souvenir keychains I have at my desk. “To travel is to live” is 
my life motto. Looking at the gifts and mementos from friends at 
my workstation, I recall my fondest memories at Cybage. I love to 
personalize my desk because it makes me comfortable at work. And I 
give my best when I am comfortable!

Pooja Giri, Software Engineer, Pune
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  TRAVEL DIARIES

Travelling provides endless 
possibilities of discovery, 
nourishing your soul with 
new experiences, and 
unlocking new learnings. 
CybageTimes brings to you 
the adventures of our  
travel-happy Cybagians. 

Geography: The Dooars is a place at the foothills of the eastern 
Himalayas around Bhutan. 

Famous for: The Dooars is also known as the Land of Rhinos 
because these magnificent and rare beasts have made the forest of 
Dooars their habitat. A journey through the twirling hill slopes, lush 
green tea gardens surrounded by meandering silvery mountain streams, 
towering Sal forests, ethnic villages, meadows with a blue layout of the 
Himalayan ranges in the horizon, and the endless sky, is a lifetime of 
dreams come true. The Dooars are famous for the Jaldapara Wild Life 
Sanctuary, Gorumara National Park, and Buxa Tiger Reserve.

Facts: Dooar means ‘door’ in Assamese. The Dooars provide a gateway 
to Bhutan from India. The Bhutanese people can connect with the 
people living in the plains through 18 passages or gateways. The Dooars 
also connect tourists to some of India’s famous hill stations, offering 
breathtaking views of the third highest mountain peak in the world—the 
Kanchenjunga.

Reaching there: The Dooars can be reached through Siliguri by rail 
or through Bagdogra by air.

ROMANCING 
THE ROAD

2,400 km 5 days

Pune -> Kolkata -> 
Bagdogra -> the Dooars

Aniket Banerjee, 
System Analyst, Pune

 DOOARS

 Mayuri Mandhale,  
Sr. Software Engineer, Pune

Saikrishna Katikala, 
Associate Project Manager, Hyderabad

 We would love to hear about your travel experiences! To get featured in Travel Diaries, please write to us at marcom@cybage.com.
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1,207 km

Geography: ‘Nilgiri’ means ‘blue hills’. 
This is an upland area, covering the territories 
of Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu. 

Famous for: Treat your eyes with the 
biodiversity, quaint hill stations, mountain 
railways, and culture. Parson’s Valley, 
Mukurthi Dam, Pandiyar Hill, and the Pykara 
Falls, each has its own story to tell. Parson’s 
Valley has an exquisite natural setting 
with streams, waterfalls, and pine trees. 
The Mukurthi Dam, a well-known wildlife 
conserve, is dominated by the Mukurthi Peak. 
Pandiyar Hill, the highest point of the trek, 
showcases the Nilgiri mountain range and 
the Pykara Falls reveal a slope where the river 
comes into picture first, filling your ears with 
the rumbling sound of the cascading water. 

Facts: A typical forest trail through the 
Nilgiris crosses emerald blue lakes, milky 
waterfalls, green grassy meadows, tea 
plantations, and large eucalyptus trees.

NILGIRI HILLS

 Mayuri Mandhale,  
Sr. Software Engineer, Pune

Saikrishna Katikala, 
Associate Project Manager, Hyderabad

9 days

Bengaluru -> Mysore -> Ooty
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 We would love to hear about your travel experiences! To get featured in Travel Diaries, please write to us at marcom@cybage.com.

Geography: Gandikota is a small village 
situated on the Pennar river bank in Kadapa 
district, Andhra Pradesh. 

Famous for: Labeled as the Grand 
Canyon of India, the beautiful and deep 
gorge of Gandikota is one of the most 
offbeat, isolated, and unique tourist 
destinations in India. The breathtaking view 
of the sunset from the Gandikota fort makes 
for a picturesque spot. The ancient temples, 
mosques, a granary, and the old jail offer a 
great potential of attracting international 
tourism to this untouched location. 

Facts: Gandikota gets its name from the 
word ‘Gandi’ which means ‘a gorge’ in 
Telugu, and ‘kot’ means ‘fort’. The Gandikota 
fort, which is a key attraction in this small 
village, is built of red granite stone, guarded 
by a 20-feet-high entry gate, and protected 
by the deep gorge, 4 km long and 700 m 
deep. The enormous rocks create a natural 
defense, cut by a river flowing below. The 
ruins of Gandikota narrate its history dating 
back to the 12th century.                   

1–2 days

Hyderabad -> Kurnool -> 
Jammalamadugu -> Gandikota

380 km

Reaching there: The nearest airport is situated 
at Coimbatore, while the nearest railway station is 
Mysore.

 GANDIKOTA

Reaching there:  Gandikota is in close 
proximity to Hyderabad; hence, a road trip from 
Hyderabad over the weekend is preferable. 
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Congratulations to each one of you!

In every Cybagian’s heart, beats the music of success
and achievement of 21 years!

Churning rhythms through work and fun;
Sparkling lights where the festivity begun
Together we narrate our spirit so great;
For days gone by and times that await.

Cybage Software Pvt. Ltd.
 

 
Pune | Hyderabad | Gandhinagar | Redmond | New Jersey | San Francisco | 
Austin | London | Frankfurt | Amsterdam | Sydney | Tokyo | Singapore

 
www.cybage.com
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